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The use of complexing agents in the industrial environment is more and more 
important, because their properties are better and better known. It is possible to 
substitute the acids used to extract metals from certain ores with complexing agents. 

The aim of this work was to study the extraction of zinc from an Algerian zinc ore by a 
hydrometallurgical technique which consists in leaching by complexing agents using 
organic acids (citric acid, oxalic acid) and EDTA as leaching agents. The effect of 
important variable parameters such as acid concentration, reaction time, on the zinc 
leaching yield has been studied and the results show that citric acid gives the best yields 
which exceed 60%. 

 

 

 

 

 


